Furthermore, this historical paper foreshadowed how a government-owned 'NetCo', formed from Telstra's fixed network wholesale business, would have been able to achieve all that the subsequent NBN Co (2009-) was chartered to do, but with its costs wholly or largely cross-subsidised from NetCo's wholesale business.
With a conservatively estimated commencement year of 2007 for NetCo, this paper predicted NetCo would have had a good chance of rolling out a national high-speed broadband network by 2015 -five years ahead
The Big Mistake
On 23 October 2017, Mr Turnbull admitted it was a "big mistake" to set up a new company to build the NBN, claiming that Labor left the Coalition "a calamitous train wreck" (ABC Breaking News, 2017).
Mr Turnbull made this comment during an interview with the ABC, the morning after the ABC's current affairs program Four Corners highlighted widespread user dissatisfaction with the NBN. Four Corners reported on an almost 160% increase in NBN complaints over the previous financial year and on how the rollout was creating a digital divide across Australia, with many households unable to access the higher Internet speeds they were paying for (ABC Breaking News, 2017).
In the same interview, Mr Turnbull went on to say that Australia should have followed New Zealand's model.
"They [the New Zealand Government] basically ensured the incumbent telco, the Telstra equivalent, split its network operations away from its retail operations. And then that network company in effect became the NBN. "The virtue of that was you actually had a business that knew what it was doing, that was up and running, that had 100 years of experience getting on with the job."

A reminder
In a subsequent blog post, on the Independent Australia website, the author pointed out that it was Mr Turnbull's party, the Liberal Party, that ensured that this far better solution would never happen. (Independent Australia, 2017) 
"The Howard Government had this opportunity up until 2005, while it still owned 51 per cent of Telstra.
All of the telecoms industry -except for Telstra and its unions
